
History of North India during 6th Century B.C. 
In this article we will discuss about the history of North India during the sixth 

century B.C. 

The Political Condition during 6th Century B.C.: 

India, during the sixth century B.C., was divided into a number of Independent 

states and even north India had no single paramount power. Most of these states 

were monarchical but quite a large number of them had republican or oligarchic 

constitutions. The Buddhist and Jaina religious texts are more informative regarding 

them as compared to the Hindu religious texts. 

The Buddhist texts mention the following republican or oligarchic states: 

ADVERTISEMENTS: 

1. The Sakyas of Kapilavastu: 

It was in the foothills of the Himalayas near the border of Nepal. 

2. The Bhaggas of Sumsumara hill: 

According to Dr Jayaswal it was near modern Mirzapur district in eastern Uttar 

Pradesh. 

ADVERTISEMENTS: 

3. The Bulis of Allakappa: 

It was somewhere between the districts of Sahabad and Muzzafarpur in Bihar. 

4. The Kalamas of Kesaputta: 

Its exact location is not clear. 

ADVERTISEMENTS: 

5. The Koliyas of Ramagama: 

It was in the East of the kingdom of Sakyas. River Rohini divided the boundaries of 

the two. 

6. The Mallas of Pava: 

Modern Fazillpur in Bihar was called Pava at that time. 

7. The Mallas of Kusinara: 

It was another branch of the Mallas. Modern Kasiaya in the Deoria district of 

eastern Uttar Pradesh was called Kusinara or Kusinagar at that time. 

8. The Moriyas of Pipphalivana: 
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It was also in the foothills of the Himalayas. The founder ruler of the Maurya 

empire, Chandragupta, belonged to this dynasty. 

9. The Videhas of Mithila: 

Modern Janakpur near the boundaries of Nepal in the foothills of the Himalayas was 

called Mithila. 

10. The Lichchhavis of Vaisali: 

Basarah in the modern district of Muzzafarpur of North Bihar was called Vaisali at 

that time. 

Very little is known about the political history of these states except that of the 

Sakyas and Lichchhavis. However, many of them were much bigger in size as 

compared to contemporary kingdoms of Greece and some of these existed till the 

rise of the Maurya Empire. 

Besides, there were monarchical states called the Mahajanapadas. Both Buddhist 

and Jaina texts mention sixteen such states though they differ in their names. 

These were as follows: 

1. Anga: 

It was on the eastern boundary of the state of Magadha in modern Bihar and its 

capital was Champa. It was included in the state of Magadha afterwards. 

2. Kasi: 

It was a wealthy and prosperous state in eastern Uttar Pradesh and its capital was 

modern Varanasi or Banaras. There existed continuous rivalries between Kasi and 

the nearby states of Anga, Magadha and primarily Kosala. It was conquered by 

Kosala sometime before the Buddha. 

3. Vriji: 

It was a confederacy of eight or nine clans. Vaisali, the capital of the Lichchhavis, 

was its capital. 

4. Malla: 

It consisted of the territories of nine clans and it was a powerful state in eastern 

India. It was occupied by Magadha soon after the death of the Buddha. 

5. Chedi or Cheti: 

The Chedis were one of the most ancient tribes of India. The tribe was settled at 

two different places, one in the mountains of Nepal and the other in Bundelkhand 

near Kausambi. Its capital was Sukti or Suktimati. 
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6. Kuru: 

It included the territories of modern Delhi, Meerut and Thaneswar. Its capital was 

Indraprastha. At that time, it had little political importance. 

7. Panchala: 

It was situated in the north and east of Delhi from the foot of Himalayas to the river 

Chambal. Badaun, Farrukhabad and the adjoining districts of modern Uttar Pradesh 

were included in it. The river Ganges (Ganga) divided it into North and South 

Panchala. The capital of North Panchala was Ahichchatra or modern Ramnagar in 

the Bareilly district while that of South Panchala was Kampil in the Farrukhabad 

district. 

8. Mastsya: 

It included the boundaries of modern Jaipur, Alwar and a portion of Bharatpur. Its 

capital was Viratnagar now called Bairat. 

9. Surasena: 

Its capital was Mathura. It was afterwards conquered by Magadha. 

10. Asvaka or Asmaka: 

It was situated on the bank of the river Godavari and its capital was Potana or 

Potali. 

11. Gandhara: 

It included the modern districts of Peshawar and Rawalpindi. Its capital was 

Takshasila now pronounced Taxila. 

12. Kamboja: 

It included the south-east portion of Kashmir. Hazara district of North West Frontier 

Province and extending as far as Kafirstan. 

13. Avanti: 

It was an important state of western India and included the territories of modern 

Malwa, Nimar and the adjoining parts of Madhya Pradesh. Dr D.R. Bhandarkar has 

opined that Uijayni and Mahishwati were the respective capitals of its northern and 

southern territories. Its contemporary ruler of Mahatma Buddha was Pradyota who 

was in constant rivalry with the neighbouring states of Vatsa, Kosala and Magadha. 

Once he had imprisoned Udayana, the king of Kosala and, even the powerful ruler 

of Magadh, Ajatasatru had to take additional measures for safeguarding his capital 

because of the fear of his attack. 
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According to the Puranas, Pradyota ruled for twenty-three years. He had four 

successors who ruled for twenty-four, fifty, twenty-one and twenty years 

respectively after him. Its last ruler was defeated by Sisunaga who included it in the 

state of Magadha. 

14. Vatsa: 

Its capital was Kausambi and its contemporary ruler of the Buddha was Udayana. 

Udayana was not only a powerful king but was also well- versed in many fine arts, 

particularly, music. Once he was captured by Pradyota of Avanti by treachery but he 

eloped with Pradyota’s daughter Vasavadatta and married her. One of his other 

queens was the sister of king Darsaka of Magadha. 

He is the hero of three dramas. Svapana-Vasavadatta of Bhasa and Priyadarshika 

and Ratnavali of Harsha. Kalidas has also referred him in his literary work, the 

Meghaduta. He engaged himself in wars of conquests. The Kathasaritsagar refers 

to his conquest and according to Priyadarshika he conquered Kalinga. 

Formerly he was not inclined to Buddhism but later on accepted it. Udayana was 

not only a powerful and capable ruler but was popular one also He died after the 

death of Mahatma Buddha. Nothing is known of the history of Vatsa-kingdom after 

his death. 

15. Kosala: 

Its boundaries corresponded roughly with modern Oudh. It was divided into north 

and south by the river Sarayu; and Sravasti and Kusavati were its respective 

capitals, its ruler, a contemporary of the Buddha, was Prasenajit who had accepted 

Buddhism and had matrimonial relations with the state of Magadha. He had 

extended its supremacy over the Sakyas of Kapilvastu. He desired to marry a 

princess of the Sakyas. 
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