
Literature under the Delhi Sultanate Period 

Turko-Afgan rulers were primarily militaristic in nature, yet some of them took 

interest in the world of letters and under their patronage, some of the best works of 

literature were produced during this time period. The court of Delhi Sultans was full 

of writers, poets, scholars, philosophers, logicians, theologians, lawyers and 

chroniclers of various backgrounds.  

The religious reformers and saints wrote, spoke and preached in languages that 

could be easily understood by the masses. The growth of Hindi, Marathi, Bengali, 

Maithili, Punjabi, Gurumukhi and other provincial literature took place in this age. 

Ramananda, Kabir, Surdas and Tulsidas preached in Hindi, Mirabai and some other 

preachers and saints of the Radha-Krishna sect preached in Brij-bhasha. 

Literature 

• Delhi Sultanate period’s most popular scholars were Al Beruni, Zia-ul-Barani, 

Amir Khusrau among other notable scholars. 

• This period is known for a large number of translations of Sanskrit works into 

Arabic and Urdu languages. 

• The following table highlights some important works of major scholars of that 

time. 

Al Beruni 

• Arabic and Persian Scholar patronized by Mahmud of Ghazni 

• He mentioned the socio-economic conditions of India in his book 

Tarikh-ul-Hind 

• He was inspired by Upanishads and Bhagavad Gita 

Amir 

Khusrau 

• Persian Poet 

• Written 4 lakh couplets 

• “Parrot of India” is his title 

Disintegration 

Delhi Sultanates: Disintegration 

• The Delhi Sultanate’s disintegration began during the Tughluq period. 

• Timur's invasion along with the incompetence and intolerance of Sayyid and 

Lodi rulers also led to the collapse of the Delhi Sultanates. 

• The smaller regions under Delhi Sultanates became independent. These 

regions include Assam, Bengal, Jaipur, Gujarat, Malwa, Sind, etc. 

• The most notable regional areas that became independent from Delhi 

Sultanate include Vijayanagara and the Bahmani Kingdom. 



• During the First Battle of Panipat, 1526 AD, Babur defeated Ibrahim Lodi and 

established Mughal Dynasty. 

 


